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Slaughterhouse is the first book of its kind to explore the impact that unprecedented changes in the

meatpacking industry over the last twenty-five years â€” particularly industry consolidation, increased

line speeds, and deregulation â€” have had on workers, animals, and consumers. It is also the first

time ever that workers have spoken publicly about whatâ€™s really taking place behind the closed

doors of Americaâ€™s slaughterhouses.In this new paperback edition, author Gail A. Eisnitz brings

the story up to date since the bookâ€™s original publication. She describes the ongoing efforts by

the Humane Farming Association to improve conditions in the meatpacking industry, media

exposÃ©s that have prompted reforms resulting in multimillion dollar appropriations by Congress to

try to enforce federal inspection laws, and a favorable decision by the Supreme Court to block

construction of what was slated to be one of the largest hog factory farms in the

country.Nonetheless, Eisnitz makes it clear that abuses continue and much work still needs to be

done
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This book is for everyone to read, not just animal activists or vegetarians. This is a book about

corporate greed and government ineffectiveness, and how absolutely everyone in the room refuses

to see the Pink Elephant at the table, stuffing itself at the expense of your health and hard earned

money.Pay Attention! Virtually every piece of meat you purchase from your supermarket with the

"USDA Inspected" safety stamp on it HAS NEVER BEEN INSPECTED AT ALL. USDA inspectors

are no longer responsible for "Contamination Control", which amounts to debris coating the carcass



such as feces, urine, mucus, pus, hair, dirt, grease, rat droppings, blood clots, etc. Their only

responsibility is to examine the organs and head for gross malformations, and the inspectors are

severely reprimanded or even fired for stopping the line, so virtually every filthy and disease ridden

corpse makes its way to your table anyway.A) Taking the butchering of animals away from the

smaller, pride-of-ownership slaughterhouses and moving virtually all of the animal product

production to high-speed, high profit corporations was a deadly move, and it is up to the

working-class people to stop it.B) The US is the only industrialized country that cools their chicken

carcasses in water instead of air cooling, creating a virtual disease pool filthier than a public toilet

next to a crack house. Why? Because water adds weight, so you get the privilege of actually paying

increased poundage for the putrid and infected water your chicken soaked in.C) Going against the

National Academy of Science recommendations, the USDA relaxed standards and cut back on

inspections while allowing production to increase over 40%.

Ms. Eisnitz is frank and candid in her exposure of the uglier side of factory farming. Slaughter of live

animals is never pretty, but in many of the USDA supervised plants, the conditions are unbelievably

cruel and digustingly filthy. The workers are exploited, placed in harm's way, and are treated little

better than the animals they have to process. The animals themselves meet terribly slow deaths

when stun bolts fail and stick pit knives don't cut deep enough to allow them to bleed to death

before skinning and gutting. And if the cruelty isn't enough to grab you, wait until you read about the

offal blocked drains that flood slaughterhouse floors with blood and fecal material. Wait until you

read about manure being classified as a "cosmetic defect" that can simply be rinsed off and the

meat passed off as USDA select to an unsuspecting public. This book will turn your stomach and

make you angry.You have probably already read many of the reviews and a majority of them come

from vegans and vegetarians. Well, I'm not one of them. I raise meat animals and I eat meat. This

book is important to me because I believe that Americans have a right to eat meat and not worry

about it killing them with E. coli or Clostridia infections. I believe Americans should be able to

believe that the USDA seal means the meat is safe and was killed in a humane fashion. Right now

the American meat eating public is being betrayed by the USDA and "Slaughterhouse" details this

with painstaking research and first-hand accounts."Slaughterhouse" is graphic and readers should

expect it to be disturbing. But it is also very, very accurate. I've toured several slaughterhouses

myself and found conditions similar to what Ms. Eisnitz has described.
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